Town of Mendon

Selectboard 







April 25, 2016
Members of the Selectboard present: Larry Courcelle, Geoff Wells
Town Officers and employees present:  Nancy Gondella, Bookkeeper/Office Manager, Bill Ellis, Road Commissioner 

Residents and Visitors present: 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM at the Town Office.

Additions/deletions to the Agenda:  Motion by L. Courcelle to add FEMA part time help and remove RRPC from the agenda.  Seconded by G. Wells.  The Selectboard unanimously approved the motion.
Announcements

Road posting signs will be removed on Wednesday
Mike Barone seeking estimates for trees that need to be cut down in cemetery.

Abatement hearings are Tuesday, 04/26 at Town Office

Green Up Day is Saturday, May 07.  Bags are available at the Town Office

Administrative Matters
Selectmen's Orders approved and signed.
Minutes of Previous Meetings:  G. Wells moved to approve the minutes of 04/11/16.  Motion seconded by L. Courcelle.  The Selectboard unanimously approved the motion. 

Business
Culvert 07-48 Project L. Courcelle moved to spend $3,900 for Enman Kesselrinig to provide bid preparation, bid administration and construction services on the Wheelerville Road culvert 07-48 project to be spent out of the Bridge & Culvert Fund.  Motion seconded by G. Wells.  The Selectboard unanimously approved the motion.

Green Mountain Power  The Selectboard reviewed the easement provided by Green Mountain Power.  The Selectboard has concerns regarding the easement.  L. Courcelle is opposed to signing the easement, while G. Wells would like GMP to explore other options.  The Selectboard will discuss this again when all members of the board are present.
Garage Improvement Project  B. Ellis reported on the status of clearing the lot.  P. Douglas was not present to discuss any bids that may have been received.  B. Ellis is in the process of getting pricing for repairs that need to be made to existing structures.  Any payroll associated with the project will not be included in the bond, but included as part of normal General Fund Operations.  The Selectboard will ask P. Douglas to be present at its next meeting.
Local Emergency Operation Plan Tabled until the next meeting.
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan  L. Courcelle reported that  Elysa Smigielski of the Rutland Regional Planning Commission sent the draft LHMP to the State for their review.  The plan will be sent to FEMA in a couple of weeks.  In the meantime, she increased Mendon’s ERAF rate from 7.5% to 12.5%.  Because Mendon’s plan is similar to other plans, Elysa doesn’t expect there to be many revisions from either the State or FEMA.  Elysa further suggested that the Town complete the River Corridor Protection Form which could increase the ERAF rate to 17.5%.  L. Courcelle will ask Elysa for assistance in completing this form.  The board would like to express its thanks to the team who worked on this plan – Larry Courcelle, Justin Lindholm, Phil Douglas, Fred Bagley, Richard Wilcox, and Susan Schreibman.
Contractor Requirements for Workers Compensation Insurance  N. Gondella explained that according to new rules, non-employee work agreements are no longer acceptable to waive Workers Compensation Insurance.  If an independent contractor does not carry his/her own Workers Compensation Insurance, the Town would be charged for services performed under its own WC policy.  N. Gondella will obtain further information from VLCT and present it to the board at its next meeting.  
Full time Road Crew Position  Since S. Bradley has resigned, the Selectboard discussed how to handle replacing his position.  N. Gondella will contact VLCT for guidance.  Scott Bradley served the Town in several capacities over the years (Road Crew, Constable, Director of Public Safety, Fire Warden). The Selectboard would like to express its thanks to Scott for his many years of service to the Town, particularly his strong leadership during Tropical Storm Irene.  
There being no further business, G. Wells moved to adjourn the Selectboard Meeting at 7:04 PM.  Motion seconded by L. Courcelle.  The Selectboard unanimously approved the motion.
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