
 

Minutes of the Mendon School District Meeting 
Monday, February 29, 2016 

Mendon Mountainview Lodge 

 

 

Jack Kennelly, the approved School Moderator, opened the Mendon School District Meeting at 
6:58 p.m. and turned the floor over to the school board for presentation. 

Michelle Erickson introduced herself as the Chairperson of the Mendon School Board. She also 
introduced Renee Castillo, the new principal of Barstow School who stated she has an open-door 
policy. 

Michelle reviewed the statistics of the Elementary and Middle School and noted that Jeanne Collins 
is the Superintendent. 

Matt Conway asked Renee if there were any changes.  Renee noted the class size is one change. 
There are 20 children in 2nd grade.  The State requires us to maintain certain class sizes. 

Michelle then reviewed the newly adopted Barstow Unified District and thanked everyone for their 
support on Act 46 voting in January.  In response to an inquiry, Michelle advised that with regard 
to the standardized testing, it is not a matter of students passing or failing the tests this year.  
Barstow did well on the testing. 

Chris Gandin introduced the members of the School Board:  Michelle Erickson, Chair, Erica 
McLaughlin, and himself.  Chris noted there are 205 students pre-K through 8th grade at Barstow, 
composed of 55% Chittendon students and 45% Mendon.   Erica discussed the new approach to 
governing the schools under the newly adopted Barstow Unified District. Erica advised that 
Barstow students out-performs in the State.  Erica listed the various high school which Barstow 
students attend: Rutland High, West Rutland, out-of-state schools, Burr & Burton, Burke 
Mountain and Long Trail School.  In all cases, Barstow students are well prepared.  Michelle 
reviewed the budget for the Barstow Unified District, as well as the Mendon tax rate, noting that 
our CLA is close to 100%.  She advised that Barstow’s per pupil spending remains below the state 
average. 

Jennifer Bagley talked about Barstow’s pre-school program, which has a State mandate of 10 hours 
per week.  Jennifer asked how many years Barstow has had a full day program for kindergarten.  
It has been in existence for five years.  It was noted that heavy parent involvement is one of the 
reasons for Barstow’s success. 

Michelle moved to postpone indefinitely the proposed School Budget.  Sara Tully seconded the 
motion and the motion was unanimously approved. 

Patti Lancaster moved to approve the School District to borrow money to meet expenses. Betsy 
Reddy seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. 
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Erica McLaughlin noted that next year voting will be done in the town of residence and the votes 
will be co-mingled.  

The School Meeting was adjourned at 7:05 p.m. until election at the Town Hall on Tuesday, March 
1, 2016. 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

Michelle Erickson, Chairperson for School District _________________________________ 

 

 

Jack Kennelly, Moderator    ___________________________________ 

 

 

Marie E. Conway, Town Clerk   ___________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 


