Mendon Planning Commission Minutes (Draft)

July 9, 2018
Present:  Justin Lindholm, Phil Douglas, Neil Langer and Teri Corsones were present. Zoning Administrator Steve Cosgrove was also present for the noticed portion of the meeting. The draft July 2, 2018 minutes were approved as written. 
Good Shepherd Littlest Lambs Site Plan Review Application: Susan Grenier was present for the continuation of the July 2 hearing regarding her application for site plan approval and change of use for the commercial property located at 1635 U.S. Route 4 in Mendon. Timothy Clark was also present. 
Ms. Grenier provided a re-drawn site plan, which included dimensions of the subject structure and certain distances including road frontage, parking lot dimensions, and set backs. She was asked to add the north point, names of adjoining landowners and parking space locations, and to sign and date the site plan as preparer. 

With respect to the Section 303 requirements for property located in the Village District, the subject property meets the dimensional requirements. No new access points will be added, and parking will be located on the south side of the building. Sufficient landscaped areas are located in the front, side and rear yards, and will continue to be maintained as landscaped areas. 
With respect to Section 414 requirements for Parking and Loading, it was determined that the current unpaved parking lot could accommodate twelve parking spaces, including six adjacent to the south side of the building, four along the southerly border of the parking lot, and two to the south of the parking lot. Ms. Grenier indicated that employees will park away from the building, to permit families dropping off and retrieving their children to park adjacent to the building. She clarified that the hours of operation will be Monday through Friday, only. 

Also depicted on the site plan is a playground area located north west of the building, across a twelve-foot wide dirt road that is the access road for apartments located further west down the dirt road. Ms. Grenier will fence in the playground area, and will follow "Dig Safe" notification requirements. She will also cut back a large bush presently located east of the playground area and  adjacent to the dirt road, so that persons in vehicles traveling in ether direction along the dirt road have a clear view of the playground area. Ms. Grenier indicated that staff will accompany any children using the playground area. 

The site plan also depicts the location of a dumpster a distance west of the building, that is available for the staff's use. Exterior lights next to the two entrances/exits on the south side of the building will illuminate the parking lot during winter hours. No adverse impacts on adjacent properties from noise, light, odor, water runoff or excess refuse are anticipated.

Phil Douglas made a motion to approve the application, subject to the applicant complying with each of the conditions and representations set forth in the July 2 and July 9 minutes. Justin Lindholm seconded the motion, and the motion unanimously carried. 

Municipal Planning Grant:  Elysa Smigielski from the Rutland Regional Planning Commission was not present, but had left copies of suggested changes to the Mendon Town Plan at the Town Office. Members will review the suggested changes before the August Planning Commission meeting. Elysa plans to attend the next  meeting to discuss the recommendations. 

The next meeting of the Mendon Planning Commission is scheduled for Monday, August 6, 2018 at 5:15 p.m. at the Mendon Town Office.
                                                                                                   Respectfully submitted,                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                   Teri Corsones   

