
Town of Mendon

Selectboard






January 27, 2014
Members of Selectboard present:  Greg Smith, Larry Courcelle, Geoff Wells
Town Officers and employees present: Sara Tully, Town Administrator, Bill Ellis, Road Commissioner
Residents and visitors present: Sheriff Stephen Benard, Phil Douglas
The Selectboard Meeting was called to order at 5:40 PM at the Town Office.
Announcements

Welcome Geoff Wells to the Selectboard.

Town Meeting March 3, 2014 Mendon Mountainview Lodge 6:00 PM

Voting March 4, 2014 Town Office 8:00 AM to 7:00 PM


Administrative Matters
Selectmen's Orders were reviewed and signed.

G. Smith moved to approve the minutes of 1/13/14.  Seconded by L. Courcelle.  The motion passed unanimously.
G. Smith moved to approve the minutes of 1/22/14.  Seconded by L. Courcelle.  The motion passed unanimously.
Bank Account Reconciliation  G. Smith discussed some outstanding entries on the bank reconciliations that he would like to discuss clearing with C. Schneider.
Certificate Highway Mileage  The Selectboard reviewed and signed the Certificate of Highway Mileage.
Old Business  
Budget 2014-2015  The Selectboard reviewed the final draft of the budget.  Motion by Geoff Wells to adopt the 2014-2015 budget to present to the voters for approval at Town Meeting 2014.  Motion seconded by G. Smith.  The Selectboard unanimously approved the motion.
Town Meeting Warning  The Selectboard reviewed the final draft of the Town Meeting Warning.  Motion by G. Wells to adopt the 2014 Town Meeting Warning.  Seconded by G. Smith.  The Selectboard unanimously approved the motion.  The Selectboard briefly discussed the presentations for Town Meeting.

Law Enforcement Transition Plan/Staffing  The Selectboard met with Sheriff Stephen Benard to discuss short and long term contracts to provide law enforcement services in Mendon.  S. Benard offered to submit a historical report of coverage in Mendon from the Rutland County Sheriff (RCS) and State Police.  S. Tully requested if the report could cover a 5 year period.  The Selectboard will review this coverage with the hours Mendon’s Public Safety Department has provided in the community.  Sheriff Benard stated that his vehicles are much more visible than Mendon’s vehicles which he believes will slow traffic on Mendon’s roads.  The RCS has the resources to provide criminal investigation for Mendon.  Short term contracts can provide as many hours as the Selectboard decides in necessary at a rate of $35/hr.  The hourly rate includes all costs for personnel, insurance, vehicle and vehicle expenses.  A short term contract can be terminated upon request.  The philosophy behind the contract is driven by the town and the RCS can meet any special needs from the town with a flexible schedule.  Long term contracts will reduce the price per hour to between $30-$33/hr.  Sheriff Benard declined to offer Field Training Services to Mendon.  G. Smith moved to engage with Rutland Country Sheriff for a short term contract with spending managed within the current Public Safety budget.  Motion seconded by L. Courcelle.  The Selectboard unanimously approved the motion.  The town will continue to look for interested candidates to fill the Special Officer position.  Interested candidates will be interviewed by the Selectboard.  Phil Douglas is the only candidate that submitted a petition for Constable for the election at Town Meeting in March.
E911 – Policy on Street Sign Replacement  S. Tully will draft a street sign replacement policy that will include the town paying for private road sign replacement with limitations.
FEMA Alternate Project   The Selectboard was informed by FEMA that $116,000 in Hazard Mitigation Funds included in the Notch Road Project worksheet would not be eligible funds if the town pursued a FEMA Alternate Project or an SRIA application.  The Selectboard has requested a cost estimate from B. Ellis and D. Conger for upgrading McLaughlin Falls Road to an acceptable standard that might not meet Class 3 highway standards.  The deadline for the SRIA application is 2/19/14.
There being no further business, G. Smith moved to adjourn at 8:35 PM.  Motion carried.
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