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Selectboard







June 9, 2014
Members of Selectboard present:  Greg Smith, Larry Courcelle, Geoff Wells
Town Officers and employees present: Sara Tully, Town Administrator, Bill Ellis, Road Commissioner, Mike Barone, Cemetery Commissioner
Residents and visitors present: Fred Bagley, resident, Neil Langer, resident, Wes Butler, Game Warden, David Taddei, Game Warden 
The Selectboard Meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM at the Mendon Methodist Church to discuss the Proposed Mendon Town Green.

F. Bagley pointed out the former location of Route 4.  The asphalt is still visible in front of the church.  F. Bagley visually demonstrated that if the town created a service road on the edge of the state’s property, it would leave a very narrow sliver of land. An alternate proposal was presented by F. Bagley that eliminated the service road, but still utilized the State’s land for a Town Green that could highlight WWII and other wars, history of Mendon, General Ripley and an T.S. Irene marker.  The town would have to be concerned about mowing and vandalism.  It is located on The Crossroad of Vermont Byway.  Mendon could further ask the Agency of Transportation for a reduction in speed on Route 4.

Adjourn meeting at 6:00 PM to reconvene at the Town Office at 6:05 PM.

ATV Use on Wheelerville Road  Wes Butler and David Taddei, Game Wardens attended the Selectboard Meeting upon request to discuss ATV use on Wheelerville Road.  G. Smith thanked them for attending the meeting and stated that Mendon wanted to understand through their eyes what the impact and jurisdiction of ATV’s being allowed to use Wheelerville Road. D. Taddei explained that by law Class 1-3 roads are not open to ATV use.  The Selectboard can open the road to ATV use and put time restrictions.  For example, W. Rutland has opened Clark Hill until 9:00 PM with a speed limit for ATV’s at 15 mph.  The Game Wardens do not support opening the road to residents only.  The support either open the road or don’t open the road.  ATV’s must be registered.  The Town must post signs that allow ATV use on the road.  N. Langer discussed that ATV use is not permitted unless it is approved by the Selectboard either through an ordinance, landowner permission form or policy.  N. Langer submitted a sample Landowner permission form between W. Rutland and VASA; a policy in Bridgewater and a policy in Killington.  The Selectboard agreed to review the policies.  D. Taddei explained the W. Rutland permission form with VASA is open to anyone that has a VASA registration.  He added that there are no VASA trails in Mendon.  G. Smith also wanted to note frequent and regular dumping and shooting along Wheelerville Road and the Notch Road.   David Taddei will be transferred out of Mendon in the next few weeks and Wes Butler is now assigned to Mendon.  The Selectboard thanked both Game Wardens for taking the time to speak with them. 
Announcements

The Mendon Selectboard acknowledges the State of Vermont House of Representatives Concurrent House Resolution H.C.R. 374 in memory of Ira Pike of Mendon.  The Resolution will be framed and on display at the Town Office.
The Selectboard public hearing has been warned for June 23, 2014 at 6:00 PM at the Town Office.  Copies of the redrafted Subdivision Regulations can be obtained from the Town Office or the website www.mendonvt.org.

Administrative Matters
Selectmen's Orders were reviewed and signed.

Tenney Cemetery Fence  M. Barone, Cemetery Commissioner attended the meeting to discuss replacing the fence at the Tenney Cemetery.  The fence is in disrepair.  M. Barone is concerned that if you don’t have a fence, visitors will pull too far off the road and either get stuck or cause damage within the cemetery.  M. Barone discussed that there are very few lots left to purchase at the cemetery, therefore future income into the reserve fund is limited.  The current balance in the Cemetery Reserve Fund is $18,000.  This $7,665 fence would be a significant expenditure from this fund.  The Mendon Historical Society through memorial contributions for Dotty Scott would help pay for a third of the cost. M. Barone does recommend taking down the dilapidated fence and then we could continue to discuss how to pay for the new fence.  M. Barone questioned whether the Mendon Historical Society could contribute additional funds.  Issue tabled until the next meeting.

Law Enforcement The Selectboard reviewed the Special Officer Position and training requirements.  The Selectboard requested I email Sherrif Benard and inform him that Mendon will provide at least 30 days notice to the termination of the short term contract with the Rutland County Sheriff.  Phil Douglas submitted “VLCT Law Enforcement Policies, Procedures and Best Practices” for the Selectboard to review and adopt.  He requested that each section be agreed to and signed off on by the Constable and Special Officer.  The Selectboard will review the manual.  Issue tabled until the next meeting.

Mendon Road Crew Summer Position  The town hired Phil Burns to work part time this summer on the Mendon Road Crew for $11 per hour.

Mendon Fishing Derby  The proposed date of the Fishing Derby was July 21, 2014.  S. Tully reported that no post card has been mailed to inform the townspeople of the Fishing Derby.  L. Courcelle on the Recreation Committee stated there have been no discussions about planning the details of the Fishing Derby.  The Selectboard agreed to postpone the event until later in the summer.
Paving Quotes  B. Ellis presented two paving quotes for  Eastridge, Brookwood, South Mendon Road and Woodward Road.  A third quote will be reviewed at the next meeting.   The Selectboard tabled the discussion until the next meeting.

Legal Trail Maitenance off Old Turnpike Road and Elbow Road  B. Ellis reported that Patrick Dupuis obtained a Stream Alteration Permit from the Agency of Natural Resources to replace some culverts along the legal trail.  The Selectboard had requested that Mr. Dupuis submit a maintenance plan for their approval.

Motion by G. Smith to approve the minutes of 5/12/14 and 5/27/14.  Seconded by L. Courcelle.  The Selectboard unanimously approved the motion.

There being no further business, G. Smith moved to adjourn at 8:45 PM.  Motion carried.
Date Approved____________________

________________________

______________________

Greg Smith




Sara Tully –Clerk of the Board



________________________

Larry Courcelle
________________________

Geoff Wells
